Robinsfield Infant School
!

!
Charging Policy
!
!
Reviewed and written by: Kim Calder – School
Business Manager

!

!
Purpose
The purpose of the policy is to ensure that, during the school day, all children have full
and free access to a broad and balanced curriculum.
The school day is defined as:

9.00-12.00am (Rec-Y2) 8.45-11.45am (Nursery)
1.10-3.10pm (Rec-Y2) 12.15-3.15pm (Nursery)

The policy has been informed by A Guide to the Law for School Governors.
Roles and responsibilities of Headteacher, other staff, governors
The Headteacher will ensure that the following applies:
During the school day
All activities that are a necessary part of the National Curriculum, plus religious
education, will be provided free of charge. This includes any materials, equipment and
transport to take pupils between the school and the activity.
Charges are made for teaching an individual child or groups of up to four children to play
a musical instrument as these are voluntary and provided by a visiting music teacher.
Such lessons are not an essential part of the National Curriculum.
Educational visits are an important part of the extended curriculum and enrich children’s
experience of learning. Voluntary contributions may be sought for such activities during
the school day which entail additional costs. Public transport is free for children, but if a
coach is considered necessary, there will be a cost involved. There may also be costs at
the destination (entry fees etc) and other related expenditure. In such cases, we ask
parents and carers to make a contribution.
However, no child will be prevented from participating because his/her parents cannot or
will not make a contribution.
School Equipment and Property
Loss or damage
We expect all children to look after school property and not to cause damage.
If a child borrows an item of school equipment to take home e.g. reading book, sports
kit, and then loses it, or if he/she wilfully damages, or breaks, a piece of school
equipment e.g. ruler, PE hoop, then a letter will be sent home requesting a contribution
towards the cost of replacement. Similarly, a letter will be sent if a child deliberately
causes damage in the school e.g. breaking a window.
Calculating charges
When charges are made for any activity, whether during or outside of the school day,
they will be based on the actual costs incurred, divided by the total number of pupils
participating. There will be no levy on those who can pay to support those who can’t.
Support for cases of hardship will come through voluntary contributions, fundraising and
the School Fund.

Parents who would qualify for support are those who are in receipt of Income Support,
Family Credit, Disability Working Allowance or an Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance.
The principles of best value will be applied when planning activities that incur costs to
the school and/or charges to parents and carers.
Arrangements for monitoring and evaluation
The Finance Committee of the governing body will monitor the impact of this policy by
receiving regular financial reports on those activities that resulted in charges being
levied, the subsidies awarded (without giving names) and the source of those subsidies.

